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AS DELIVERED



Madam Chair, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Member States of the European Union and my 

statement concerns the First performance report. 

I would like to thank Mr. Chandru Ramanathan, Officer-in-Charge, Office of Programme 

Planning, Budget and Accounts, for introducing the report of the Secretary-General on the First 

Performance Report on the Programme Budget for the biennium 2014-15 as well as the Chair of 

the ACABQ, Mr Carlos Ruiz Massieu, for introducing the related report of that Committee. 

Madam Chair, 

The report before the Committee informs us that the revised requirements for the current 

biennium amount to $5.573bn, an increase of $34.7m compared to the appropriation we 

approved last December.  We note that this total does not include the various revised estimates 

and statements of programme budget implications arising from resolutions considered by the 

Main Committees which at the time of the report's publication amounted to $312.5 m.  The 

impact of the PBIs is therefore significant.  This is therefore a timely opportunity to recall the 

importance of complying with the relevant rules and procedures on PBIs and of the Secretariat 

ensuring the necessary due diligence to enable negotiators in other Committees and the Plenary, 

as well as elsewhere, to make fully informed decisions. 

As it stands, we therefore lack a complete picture of the revised requirements for this biennium 

and once again, are presented with a proposal which is simply a list of additions to the budget 

rather than a real assessment of resource needs.  In this regard, we reiterate our concern at this 

incremental approach to budgeting which simply leads to automatic budget growth without any 

evaluation of what is actually necessary to carry out mandated activities.    

We acknowledge that some of the proposed increases to the current budget come from newly 

mandated activities which we all agreed, but that only serves to reinforce the point about the 

need to manage such pressures by making the budget process more efficient and reflective of the 

needs of the Organisation. 

It goes without saying that a more efficient budget process requires a reform of the current 

practice of recosting.  We therefore reiterate our call for the General Assembly to 

comprehensively address this outdated and unsustainable practice.  It is our fervent hope that the 

present report might be the last in which we are presented with the costs of variations in 

inflation, exchange rates, standard costs and vacancies, as an add-on with no attempt to manage 

such increases. 

Madam Chair, 

We note the observations of the ACABQ on the use of the unforeseen and extraordinary 

expenses and the decline in income and look forward to receiving further clarifications in the 

forthcoming informals. 

Thank you, Madam Chair.  


